RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

ensure firm government control in Azerbaijan and the northern
provinces.

The continued interest of the United States in the preservation
of Iranian independence was confirmed on May 28, 1948, when John
D. Jernegan, chief of the State Department's Division of Greek,
Turkish, and Iranian Affairs outlined to the Senate Appropriations
Committee the military aid program to Iran. Iran, according to this
statement, was to receive $60,000,000 in "non-aggressive weapons"
and the program was intended to "maintain the international
security of Iran." The figure mentioned by Jernegan was six times
larger than the maximum allowed by the Majlis. It meant that the
State Department was planning ahead with the assumption that
further agreements with Iran may be reached to strengthen her fight-
ing capacity.

Postwar developments in Iran indicate that, far from receding
into the shadow, the country of the Lion and Sun continues to occupy
a key position in international politics and strategy. The artificially
engineered Azerbaijan rebellion, the strikes and violence in Khuzi-
stan, the infiltration of Communists into the central government in
1946, and the episode of the oil concession prove that the Soviet
Union has not renounced her plans for revolutionary and imperial
expansion into and through Iran, so appropriately termed "a Suez
Canal of the revolution." On the other hand, Britain's classical
counteraction through tribal revolt in the south and the appearance
of Indian troops at Basra as well as her continued general interest
seem to indicate that the role of Iran in over-all British strategic and
political concepts has not changed. Nor, for that matter, has there
been any basic alteration of British policy following the victory of
the Labour party at the polls in the summer of 1945. One can even
detect somewhat firmer accents in British policy since Ernest Bevin
assumed the duties of Foreign Secretary. An entirely new factor has
been the emergence of American interest and leadership. Its full im-
plications cannot yet be measured, but its importance for political
and economic developments in the Middle East as a whole cannot be
denied. The United States has the unique advantage of not being
burdened with memories of past imperialistic exploitation or with